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Day 1: Background Information on Terrorist Attacks  
 
Essential Question: How does growing up in a post 9/11 United States effect how the reader 
makes connections and draws meaning from the novel 
 
Objective: Develop a logical argument using research in connection to the novel.  
 
Do now: Islamic Extremists article: “Motives Behind Islamic Extremist Groups” Watch Video 
Clip 
 
Activity:  

• Students research 5-7 articles on different terrorists attacks in small groups 
o March 11, 2004 Madrid train bombings 
o July 7, 2005 Bombings in London Underground 
o June 25, 1996 Khobar Towers Bombing 
o November 26, 2008 Series of coordinated attacks on India’s financial capital 

Mumbai 
o May 28, 2010 Attacks on Ahmadi Mosques Lahore, Pakistan 
o February 26, 1993 World Trade Center bombing  
o September 9, 2004 Australian Embassy bombing in Jakarta, Indonesia 

• In groups, students answer questions about each article—then one summative piece 
asking for the “logic” of the Islamic extremists of these attacks.  

 
Resources:  
 
Common Core: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.4 
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, 
such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are 
addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, 
audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.9 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
 
IB Learner Profile: Thinker  
 
Assessment: Exit slip discussing the logic of Islamic extremist terror attacks based off research 
in class.  
 
Homework: read pages 1-27 
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Motives behind Islamic extremist groups 
HIGH POINT, N.C. — Understanding the motives behind the many Islamic extremist 
groups can be difficult to follow even for experts; who says the goal behind their violence 
is power, reclaiming Muslim land and creating an Islamic state. 

“You need a score card frankly to keep up, even experts do,” said HPU Professor of 
History Larry Simpson, who studies the Middle East and terrorism. “They are fighting 
over tactics, they are fighting over ultimate goals. We worry about them because we are 
their target, truth of the matter is they’ve actually killed more Muslims than they have 
Westerners.” 

Simpson says extremist believe they are called to be Holy warriors and are willing to use 
violence on any nation whose influence is standing in the way of creating an Islamic 
state. The latest group to emerge, ISIS, is using videos and photographs to show their 
terror to the world. 

“They’re introducing beheadings, crucifixions, rape, forced marriage … it’s pretty hard to 
think about what they won’t stoop to,” said Simpson. “Al-Qaeda actually condemns ISIS 
for some of its tactics which is hard to imagine.” 

Many experts believe ISIS is now an immediate threat to the West. 

“ISIS is so much bigger, so much more powerful, so much more financed than Al-Qaeda 
ever was,” says terrorism expert Bill Cowan. “ISIS is extremely adept and using social 
networking to recruit people to their cause in fact not everyone who is in ISIS is a 
Muslim extremist.” 

With ISIS recruiting followers from beyond the region, Cowan believes action has to 
start now. 

“We need to do whatever we can to start defeating ISIS,” he said. “It’s going to be a long 
time battle to do it; they’re much more powerful than Al-Qaeda and every bit as 
dedicated to striking the United States.” 
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Name: ______________________________   Block: _________ 
 
Based on your research and class discussion, explain the extremist group’s logic behind 
the attacks.   
 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
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