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Walsh Provisional Philosophy: Why Do I Call Myself a Writing Teacher? 
 

Hamlet  
Act 1 

Theme Analysis Guidelines 
20 point project grade 

 
After you read each Act in Hamlet, you will write a three paragraph in class theme 
analysis essay discussing the most important themes that were present in the Act.   
 
The following criteria are REQUIRED for your theme analysis essay: 
 
1. Your theme analysis will discuss THREE of the following themes or motifs:  

• Uncertainty 
• Appearance vs. Reality 
• Nothingness 
• Hamlet’s clothing 
• Parental Authority and Advice  

 
2. Follow the theme analysis template provided for each of the three paragraphs.  Each 
paragraph should discuss a different theme.  Your final theme analysis will be a three-
paragraph essay discussing three important themes so far in Hamlet.   
 
3. Theme analysis must be in MLA format:  Correct heading, page numbers and skipped 
lines on loose leaf WITHOUT the ripped edges.  Clean sheets of loose leaf please.   
 
MLA Breakdown:  

• Heading example:  
 Name: 
 Teacher: 
 Course: 
 Date:  
 

• Citing quotes from Shakespeare:  
 
Example: “For they are actions that a man might play./ But I have that within 
which passeth show,/ These but the trappings and the suits of woe”(I.ii.84-86).  
 

• Notice the quotes, slashes (/), parentheses and the roman numerals 
 

• When citing a line from Hamlet, use (“) before you quote the line, mark a (/) 
when it goes to the next line, end (“) when the line is finished, before you mark a 
(.), you must use parentheses to cite the Act, scene and line numbers: (I= Act 1), 
(ii= scene 2), (84-86= the exact lines used) THEN place the period at the end 
before you continue writing.   
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Theme Analysis Rubric 
 

 5 4 3 2 
Paragraph  Student writes in 

three complete 
paragraphs (7-10 
sentences each) 
using correct 
grammar, spelling, 
punctuation, with 
clear transitions 
throughout. Each 
paragraph is 
indented properly. 

Student has some 
grammar mistakes 
and format is not 
organized 
consistently.  Not 
all paragraphs are 
7-10 sentences. 
Transitions 
apparent but not 
consistent. 

Student has many 
grammar mistakes 
and there is unclear 
organization 
between 
paragraphs.  
Incomplete 
paragraphs will 
little information. 

There is no 
evidence of 
complete 
paragraphs and 
usage of grammar 
and organization is 
lacking entirely. 

MLA Student has a 
correct heading, 
skips lines, 
numbers pages and 
cites lines correctly 
throughout 
analysis.   

Student has most 
aspects of MLA 
format but missing 
either page 
number, has 
incorrect heading 
or lines are not 
skipped.  Citations 
are inconsistent.  

Student had some 
of the aspects of 
MLA format but 
not all.  Not 
organized and 
citations are 
incorrect.  

Student does not 
use MLA format 
throughout the 
theme analysis 
essay at all. 

Theme  Student uses three 
different themes 
from Hamlet and 
provided clear 
evidence and 
examples where 
the theme is 
present in the play 

Student uses three 
different themes 
but does not 
analyze them fully 
using enough 
evidence and lines 
for support 

Student only 
focuses on one or 
two themes and 
does so without 
providing evidence 
or line citations 

Student does not 
discuss any of the 
provided themes, 
does not cite lines 
with theme at all.  

Understanding  Student displays a 
clear 
understanding of 
the three themes of 
Hamlet and can 
express the deeper 
meaning behind 
each.  Student can 
identify theme in 
more challenging 
passages.  

Student can only 
accurately discuss 
two of the three of 
the themes and 
understand 
somewhat how 
they connect to the 
plot of Hamlet 

Student shows very 
little understanding 
of the themes or 
how they connect 
to the plot of 
Hamlet at all.   

Student was 
unable to discuss 
any of the themes 
or make 
connections to 
Hamlet. 
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Shannon  Walsh


Shannon  Walsh
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I decided to write my provisional philosophy from what I assume would be the 
perspective of a specific student of mine last year.  I was a fish out of water trying to 
survive my first year of teaching experimenting with what I thought was writing 
instruction.  I thought I as doing everything right and realize now after our course that I 
couldn’t have been more wrong.  My intention with the provisional philosophy was to put 
myself in the shoes of my students last year and write a theme analysis based on what 
they were feeling when writing it.   

The student example I used is based on a student I had last year who could not 
read.  This of course then caused him to not write as well.  I imagined a scenario where if 
it were possible for words to appear on the page just by thinking them then this is what he 
would write.  I combined my assumed thoughts of other students in this paper as well in 
order to express what students were feeling who did indeed write something down on the 
paper but felt anxiety because of poor performance on previous essays.   
 I wanted to call myself out on my lack of sensitivity last year for students as well 
as my lack of concern for making writing engaging.  Writing for my students was torture.  
They wrote all the time about themes and quotes but were not given the chance to be 
imaginative and free.   
 How did I call myself a writing teacher.  I didn’t write.  I assigned.  I taught them 
the “fundamentals” of paragraph writing, transitions, introductions, thesis statements, 
conclusions, supporting details and MLA format.  I taught them that they are 
REQUIRED to turn in their theme analysis in the format I assigned and as you can see by 
my rubric, they would fail the analysis if they stepped out of line.  How could I call 
myself a writing teacher? What was I teaching my students?  That they were doing a 
good job if their hand muscles started to cramp from the amount of writing they were 
doing?  That they would get an A if they just followed my exact instructions and my 
instructions only?   I taught them hat teachers don’t write.  Teachers assign.   
 Did I cultivate the minds of young writers and inspire them to consider a world 
where a pen can guide them to where they want to be in their life? No.  Writing was a 
disappointment.  I realize now that if I would have taken the time to sit down in a desk 
with my students after I assigned then the Hamlet theme analysis and wrote with them, I 
would probably see how really torturous it was.  In addition, I wasn’t writing for myself 
at all.  I was requiring my students to write because they need the skill for college.  Why 
wasn’t I talking about how they need the skill and the opportunity for their lives?  Why 
didn’t I tell them that writing can be a way of life, a therapy, a support?  I made such a 
mistake with this assignment because it placed negativity with writing.  I believe that 
writing formally is important and being able to refer to textual evidence is key but I could 
have touched on those skills in a different kind of assessment.  
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Dear Aldo, 
 
 I want to apologize for last year.  I called myself a writing teacher.  I was wrong.  
I am sorry for ignoring the fact that you turned in papers with just the heading and was 
frustrated when you always put your head down in class instead of trying to listen to what 
I was saying.  I understand now that my assignment wasn’t fair.  It wasn’t kind.  I have 
noticed that we have been in school now for a week and you are not in my Junior class.  
This is because I failed you.  I failed you literally and figuratively.  For that I am sorry.   
  

I have noticed that you are not only absent from my roster this year but that you 
haven’t even shown up for school this year yet.  I hope you do soon.  I always used to say 
that this school cant give you what you need and I was pushing you off as someone else’s 
“problem” and not my own.  You were not a problem Aldo, I was the problem.  I didn’t 
know how to help you.  I didn’t know where to start.   
  

I felt like a disappointment every time you asked me a question and you still 
didn’t understand.  I wasn’t mad at you when you turned in all three theme analysis’ with 
just the heading, title and page number.  I was mad at myself.  I remember you asked to 
come see me for help during study hall and I was excited that you were showing interest 
in helping yourself and improving your reading skills.  You never showed up and I blame 
myself.  It was my job to help you through the writing assignments in my class and to 
help you overcome this obstacle.   
  

I asked other teachers advice throughout the year.  They responded by saying, 
“adults failed him throughout his life and now it’s too late”.  This angered me when I first 
heard it and it angers me now that I have become one of those adults.   
  

You are intelligent Aldo and I hope you come back to school so I can have a 
second chance to teach you how to express that intelligence..  If you do, I promise I will 
try harder this year. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Walsh 
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